Geographical planning of space quarterly journal, 14 (3), 2024

Geographical planning of space quarterly journal _y*"gj’;":j’g

Online ISSN: 2538-4821

Journal Homepage: gps.gu.ac.ir

Golestan University

Factors affecting rural digital economy with an entrepreneurial approach: the
of case study: Gilan Province

Seyyedeh Fatemeh Emami !, Majid yasouri 2

1. Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran
Email: f_emami22@yahoo.com

2. (Corresponding Author) Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, University of
Guilan, Rasht, Iran

Email: Yasoori@um.ac.ir

Article type:
Research Article

The current research is to investigate the effective drivers of
developing a digital rural economy with an entrepreneurial
approach. In terms of purpose, this study is applied research,
and in terms of content, it is a descriptive-analytical one.
Moreover, in terms of nature, it is based on the new methods

of future studies, analytical and exploratory science, which
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IS @ combination of quantitative and qualitative models has
been used. The development of rural digital economy aims
to improve economic conditions and life in rural areas. Some
of the drivers of this development include creating digital
infrastructure, improving internet access, educating and
empowering technology in the community, creating social
networks and collaboration between residents, developing
applications and digital platforms, launching technology
start-ups and encouraging technology-based businesses,
which actions will lead to increasing the labor force, creating
work opportunities, economic development and increasing
income in rural areas. The result of the research indicates
that organizational factors, environmental factors,
ecosystem evolution, technological and innovative factors,
business status, and knowledge status, respectively, have
won the first to fifth ranks for the realization and
development of the rural digital economy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Investigating and identifying the drivers
affecting the digital rural economy in Gilan
province is very important. This survey can
help the development and economic growth
of villages and improve the living conditions
of the people in the villages. In fact,
investigating drivers affecting the rural
digital economy in Gilan province can lead
to identifying new opportunities and
economic growth potentials in these areas.
Knowing these drivers makes it possible to
design appropriate plans and strategies for
developing the rural digital economy in
Gilan province.

Methodology

The current research is applied in terms of
purpose and in terms of nature. It is based on
the new methods of future research,
analytical and exploratory science, which
were carried out using quantitative and
qualitative models. Also, the methods of
collecting information are documentary and
library.

Results and discussion

The development of the rural digital
economy brings a big transformation in the
social and economic life of villages. With
the growth of communication and
information technologies, these
developments not only create better facilities
and services for the rural community but
also create new economic opportunities for
the residents of these areas. The
development of the rural digital economy in
Gilan province is one of the important
drivers contributing to this region's
economic and social development. These
drivers include factors contributing to
developing information and communication
technologies in villages and rural areas.
Development  of  information  and
communication technology (ICT)
infrastructure: The creation of information
and communication technology
infrastructure, including high-speed Internet
networks and wireless communications,
plays a very important role in developing the
rural digital economy in Gilan province.
These infrastructures provide easy access to

digital technologies for the villagers and
enable the expansion of online businesses.
The development of businesses related to the
digital economy, including online stores,
digital content production, digital services,
etc., can help create employment and the
economic development of villages. These
businesses create new opportunities for
villagers,  supporting  diversity  and
employment in rural areas. The development
of social and local businesses in the digital
field can effectively increase social integrity
and empower young people and women in
villages. These businesses are usually local
and are produced and supplied based on the
needs and resources of the region.

Conclusion

The development of the rural digital
economy is a fundamental path to increase
prosperity and progress in rural areas.
According to technological developments,
using new tools and technologies can help
create job opportunities and improve
villages' quality of life and economic
development. The development of a rural
digital economy can help to diversify the
lifestyle and economy of villages and, at the
same time, help to preserve the environment
and natural resources. The results of studies
show that these factors can contribute to the
sustainable development of villages. Also,
by distributing internet services and digital
facilities in villages, people can take
advantage of their capacities and connect
people to the main streams of the economy.
This can lead to creating employment and
increasing income in villages. Finally, by
discovering all the possibilities that the
digital economy offers to villages, it is
possible to improve the mapping of rural
development and provide grounds for the
sustainable growth and development of rural
areas.
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