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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: The dilapidated fabric of Mashhad city, with all kinds of indiscriminate
Satisfaction, interventions in various plans, regardless of the satisfaction of the local
Rehabilitation, people and contrary to the physical-cultural background of the fabric, is now
The Texture Around The facing numerous physical-cultural and social problems, causing the
Shrine Contextualism, dissatisfaction of the main owners of the fabric, namely the people. It has
Physical-Cultural. been localized. The aim of the current research is ldentifying the factors

affecting the satisfaction of local people in the rehabilitation of the fabric
surrounding Imam Reza's (AS) shrine with the approach of physical-cultural
contextualism. For this purpose, a qualitative method based on the method
of data theory based on the systematic approach of Strauss and Corbin has
been used. In order to collect data, unstructured interviews and purposeful
sampling were used. The participants included 30 experts, officials and local
people. In order to reach the concepts, categories and classes, the data
obtained from the Semi-structured interviews were analyzed based on open,
central and selective coding and were analyzed using MAXQDAL8
software. The research results showed that five components under the
headings: cultural causes, security causes, physical causes, legal causes and
environmental causes can be extracted as the main and influencing
components, respectively, which we can consider as the causal conditions of
tissue rehabilitation. Let's introduce the holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS). In
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The worn-out texture of Mashhad city, with
all kinds of indiscriminate interventions in
various plans, regardless of the satisfaction
of the local people and contrary to the
physical-cultural background of the texture,
is now facing numerous physical-cultural
and social problems, causing the
dissatisfaction of the main owners of the
texture, namely the people. It has been
localized. Examining the new policies and
revitalization efforts in Iranian urban centers
reveals a delayed continuation of patterns
abandoned by Western countries in the
1940s and 1970s. However, these programs
often involve excessive government
intervention, leading to the destruction of
urban centers, neglect of residents' social
and economic needs, forced property
acquisition, and public dissatisfaction. This
resistance from residents poses a significant
challenge to the revitalization process. The
holy city of Mashhad, with its unique
position as the second-largest Shi‘a religious
metropolis due to the presence of the shrine
of Imam Reza, exemplifies this challenge.
Despite its historical and cultural value and
economic prosperity, indiscriminate
commercialization and interference, even
outside detailed plans, have plagued the city
in recent decades. One of the major urban
problems faced by many large cities
worldwide is the deterioration of the original
core and older parts. Physical wear and tear
reduces efficiency and performance, thereby
lowering the satisfaction of residents and
visitors. Recognizing this, the present study
proposes a model for resident satisfaction in
the context of rehabilitating the area around
the Imam Reza shrine, using a "physical-
cultural contextualism™ approach.

Methodology

The current research employed qualitative
methods for both practical purposes and
methodology. Content analysis was the
primary method wused for model
development. Data collection involved two
approaches: 1) library studies and 2) semi-
structured interviews. The statistical
population encompassed the residents, key
stakeholders of the Baft area, and relevant

managers. Interviews continued until
thematic saturation, indicating
comprehensive data coverage. To ensure
data reliability, the retest reliability method
was applied. Data analysis followed the
grounded theory approach developed by
Strauss and Corbin using MAXQDA
software for open, axial, and selective
coding in three distinct stages.

The research scope encompasses the general
vicinity of the Holy Shrine, specifically a
worn-out texture zone within the Saman
area. This zone spans approximately 101 ha,
representing a fraction of the entire Saman
area (360 hectares). As of 2015, the
population within this worn-out texture zone
was 14,517 individuals. The Saman area's
worn-out  texture zone represents a
geographically delineated district within
Mashhad city. Importantly, this area plays a
symbolic role, serving as a central point
where significant elements and components
of the city converge, fostering unity and
cohesion.

Results and discussion

This research collected data using the
grounded theory method with the Strauss
and Corbin approach with the help of a semi-
structured interview tool. Furthermore, data
were analyzed in three stages of open, axial,
and selective coding. A total of 321 open
codes were extracted from 30 interviews
with experts, officials, and local people
regarding the rehabilitation of the texture
around the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza, and
repetitive and unrelated materials were
omitted during coding. In the third step, the
analysis process continued with axial and
selective coding. Based on the participants'
views in the research, five components,
namely cultural, security, physical, legal,
and environmental causes were respectively
identified as the main components of the
causal conditions of tissue rehabilitation,
public participation factors and legal
approvals as the main components of the
platform and foundation of the tissue
rehabilitation phenomenon; human and
organizational factors as the main
components of intervening in the tissue
rehabilitation phenomenon; cultural
rehabilitation, rehabilitation of residential



Geographical planning of space quarterly journal, 14 (1), 2024

tissue, managerial (executive) rehabilitation,
physical rehabilitation of urban space, and
environmental rehabilitation as the main
components of the strategy in the tissue
rehabilitation phenomenon; and protection
of the Holy Shrine, strengthening cultural
identity, and creating social stability were
identified as consequences of the
rehabilitation of the surrounding area of the
Holy Shrine of Imam Reza.

Conclusion

The current research identified cultural,
security, physical, legal, and environmental
factors as the main causal conditions
affecting the rehabilitation of the texture
around the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza. This
analysis suggests a mismatch between the
area's physical system, shaped by modern
urban planning, and its social system,
founded on traditional subcultures with a
relatively preserved tribal-linguistic
cohesion. Despite physical deterioration,
this social texture has contributed to a
certain level of livability. However, the
homogeneity of housing and residence has
reduced diversity and weakened physical
cohesion. Due to this complexity,
unidirectional approaches to rehabilitation
have proven ineffective, highlighting the
need for strategic planning. Furthermore, a
key challenge lies in the worn-out tissue's
inability to meet contemporary needs,
particularly physical ones. The narrow
passages and deteriorated infrastructure
limit access to modern services and
facilities.
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