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In today's age, information and communication technology has many
effects on the rural tourism industry, which can play a major role in
empowering local people, creating job opportunities, reducing
unemployment, and preventing excessive migration from rural areas.
The purpose of this research is to investigate the impact of information
and communication technology on rural tourism. This research is applied
in terms of purpose and is based on a descriptive-analytical nature. The
statistical population of the research is nine tourism target villages in
Bushehr province, with a population of 10733 people. The sample size
was estimated to be 371 people based on Cochran's formula. The
distribution of the number of samples in the villages is proportional to
their population, and the method of distribution of the questionnaires has
been random and systematic. In order to analyze the issue, four indicators
of information and communication technology were used in the form of
38 items. The face validity of the questionnaire was confirmed based on
the opinions of experts, and its reliability was estimated based on
Cronbach's alpha of 0.82. The results indicate that the individual effects
of information and communication technology with a beta coefficient of
0.590 have the greatest role in explaining rural tourism and explain 0.319
of the total tourism variance. And the index of infrastructural effects with
a beta coefficient of 0.198 has the least effect on tourism development
and explains only 0.004 of the total variance. The results of the VIKOR
technique for leveling villages based on information and communication
technology indicators showed that out of the nine studied villages, only
the North Island village is in good condition. Other villages are in
moderate-to-very poor condition.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Rural tourism starts to play an important role
in the whole agribusiness and rural
development. In many remote areas, it starts
to be the main economic activity. The
development of such kind of activities is
now supported as an opportunity for
sustainable development of rural areas.
Rural tourism is a chance to give farmers a
new opportunity to profit from the tourism
itself as well as a new market of the agrarian
products in the same region. Rural tourism
can help with changes of the agribusiness to
ecological farming. Rural tourism is a user
friendly and environmentally friendly kind
of tourism. Tourism sector is one of the first
services sectors to adapt and use information
and communication technology (ICT) for
promoting its services. Nowadays, ICT has
deeply affected the way business is
performed and organizations compete. Rural
tourism is a special form of tourism, which
is characterized by natural environment and
distance from urban areas reference in. Rural
Tourism has become an internationally
recognized activity and has been considered
by a greater portion of the world as a panacea
for economic and social development of
rural communities. It is also seen as real and
sustainable support to the socio-economic
problems in the rural areas and an important
source of livelihood for the rural population
The importance of attention to rural tourism
and optimum using from new technologies
is necessary for expanding it and using of
numerous  advantages in  different
dimensions research on relationship between
expanding ICT and expanding rural tourism.
In rural regions of Iran such as some other
regions are numerous natural and historical
traces. However, lack suitable making
information and recognition of tourist’s
needs and lack sufficient attention to their
needs has not paid good actions around
attraction and  stabilization  tourists.
However, in little scale of our country,
Bushher province and their rural regions is
region that has an ability and potential for
tourism attracting from different point. It is
obvious that expanding and development of
ICT is the best way for expanding and
development of rural tourism in the rural

areas of Bushher province. Is obvious that,
current research for attaining to survey and
effects ICT on rural tourism development of
Bushehr province.

Methodology

Today, ICT has many effects on the rural
tourism industry, which can play a major
role in empowering local people, creating
job opportunities, reducing unemployment
and preventing migration from rural areas.
Therefore, the purpose of this study is to
investigate the impact of information and
communication technology in rural tourism.
This research is practical in terms of its
purpose and descriptive-analytical by
nature. The statistical population of the
study is the number of 9 villages of Bushehr
province with 10733 inhabitants. The
sample size was estimated 371 by Cochran
formula. Distribution of sample numbers in
villages is determined by their population
and distribution of questionnaires is also
systematically random. In order to analyze
the topic, four indicators of information and
communication technology with38 items
were used. The validity of the questionnaire
was confirmed according to the experts'
opinion and its reliability was estimated to
be 0.82 based on Cronbach's alpha.

Results and discussion

The competitiveness point of view, ICTs
play a critical role for tourism organizations
and  estimations. Information  and
Communication Technologies (ICT) is
umbrella  term for technological
developments for the Umbrella term for
technological  developments for the
Production, analysis, storage, search,
distribution and use of information ICT
includes a combination of hardware,
software, telecommunications, Netware,
groupware Human-war information
communication technologies (ICTs) have
been transforming tourism globally.

By maintaining their price leadership in the
market or by differentiating their product
and services, tourism companies can gain
competitive advantage if ICT is managed
properly. ICT enable travelers to access
reliable and accurate information as well as
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to make reservations in a fraction of the time,
cost and inconvenience required by
conventional methods.

Conclusion

Successful ICT  deployment requires
innovative management to constantly review
developments and  adopt  suitable
technological solutions in order to maximize
organizational competitiveness Information
and Communications Technology,
according to Connolly and Olson (2000) is
the single greatest force affecting change in
the rural tourism industry.
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