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Article type: This research discusses the challenges facing the Iranian spatial
Research Article planning system, including uneven development, air pollution in
cities, environmental degradation, changes in land use patterns,
security issues in border regions, and socio-economic disparities.
The aim of the article is to analyse the shortcomings of the spatial
planning system in Iran. The current research is based on the
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purpose of developmental and applied research. The research has
been investigated using a qualitative approach, and the grounded
theory strategy has been based on MAXQDA software. To collect
data and information, first-hand sources are interviews (semi-
structured interviews with experts and experienced people), and
second-hand sources are library studies (related articles and reports
of related organizations). Statistics experts and specialists are
experts in the field of spatial planning. The subject of study is the
spatial planning system in Iran. The findings of the research indicate
the classification of 117 primary codes in the form of 11 concepts
and 3 categories of structural-functional inadequacies, foundational-
epistemological inadequacies, and operational inadequacies. Among
the categories, the category of structural-functional deficiencies has
the most deficiencies, followed by the deficiencies of the foundation
category. The results show that reforms and changes in the spatial
planning system are in the group of correcting the inadequacies of
codes and concepts of the structural-functional category and then
the codes and concepts of the foundational category.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The spatial planning system consists of
institutions, legal frameworks, and policy
tools in the form of hierarchical policy
frameworks and programs, as well as
development management tools.
Governments use it to express their views
and priorities and create sustainable
development  outcomes.  Governments
exercise general control over spatial
development through governance and
related spatial planning systems. The
capacity and ability of government and
public  officials to control spatial
development is a vital aspect of the life of
entire cities, regions, and countries. Many
problems and difficulties that arise in the
functioning of the planning system can
challenge the government system and the
spatial planning system. Meanwhile, some
actors impose space intentions based on
their interest in the space
organization. Also, the lack of data and
access to data are the challenges of
implementing spatial planning, including
non-implementation and compliance with
regulations and deficiencies related to
supervision. The criteria that evaluate the
effectiveness of a system are generally
controversial and difficult to evaluate and
measure. Iran's spatial planning system has
inadequacies thatraise the need for
pathology in this field. The experiences of
most of the leading countries in spatial
planning with the regional balancing
approach show that program pathology (any
intervention action) is an integral part of all
planning processes. For this reason, they
have been able to correct deviations and
consequences in the process of programs by
recognizing them in time. However, in less
developed countries, the weakness of the
pathological approach of the programs has
caused the fact that despite many decades
of preparation and implementation of the
programs and spending much money, the
programs still do not find an operational
aspect.  Therefore, the pathology of
programs is a missing link in all programs
that helps to realize the plans. In this
regard, research in this field is necessary to
develop transformational approaches that
can address the social production of space

and promote sustainability. Such research
can help the development of spatial
planning and provide an opportunity to
review planning approaches. Based on what
was said, this research has tried to
investigate the inadequacies of the spatial
planning system in Iran using a qualitative
approach.

Methodology

The current researchis basedon the
purpose of developmental and applied
research. The research was conducted using
a qualitative approach and a grounded
theory strategy. The statistical community
is experts in the field of spatial planning.
The subject of study is the spatial planning
system in Iran. First-hand interviews (semi-
structured interviews with experts and
experienced people) and second-hand
sources of library studies (related articles
and reports of related organizations) were
used to collect data and information. The
sample size for interviewing was 40
experts, and the theoretical sampling
method. The consensus method was used to
measure the validity of the research
method. In the first stage, 117 primary
codes with 4008 repetitions were
identified. MAXQDA and Excel
software were  usedto  analyse  the
deficiencies.

Results and discussion

Based on the opinion of the participants,
finally, 11 concepts were identified in the
form of 3 final categories
and 1 pathological dimension of the spatial
planning system. The results of the embryo
codes show that the highest frequency is
related to the lack of accurate knowledge of
the socio-cultural structure and the
background and genome of the land, with
152 and 3.79% of the cases being related to
the lack of accurate knowledge. The second
embryonic code does not have the
necessary strength and position of spatial
planning, with several repetitions of 146
and a frequency percentage of 3.64. Then,
the mistake in understanding the purpose of
spatial planning and its related basic
concepts with the number of repetitions is
129 and the frequency percentage is 3.22.
Also, 11 concepts related to the
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inadequacies of spatial planning were
classified into 3 categories  (fundamental
and epistemological inadequacies,
structural-functional inadequacies,
operational inadequacies). According to the
results, the category of functional-structural
deficiencies with 49.06% of 117 FETAL
codes in the form of 5 concepts has more
deficiencies. After this category, the
category of structural-functional
inadequacies, with 40.55%, is in second
placein  terms  of spatial  planning
inadequacies. The lowest inefficiencies are
related to operational inefficiencies, which
are 10.38%.

Conclusion

According to the results of this research, the
most inadequacies are related to the
structure and function of the spatial
planning system. The structure of the
government board is sectoral and has short-
term concerns; the long-term inter-sectoral
document cannot be easily put on the
government's table and approved because
the government and management are short-
term. The mechanism of creating a national
agreement for implementing the spatial
planning  survey is  beyond the
administrative structure, which must be
political, scientific, and religious. The
spatial planning document was approved,
but its notifier and executor are not
known. Again, it should take the shape of a
department, and it cannot be tracked or
evaluated if one department performs its
duties and another does not. Suppose we
are looking for development with an
observational perspective. In that case, the
management and executive systems must be
compatible; monitoring and the supervisory
system are necessary  for the
implementation  structure,  which s
currently the responsibility of the spatial
planning surveyor or the program
organization, both the implementer and the
supervisor. At the same time, it needs a
device that controls and monitors the
performance of this organization over time
and gives feedback for the next steps and
mid-term and long-term periods. In order to
solve the problem of structure, it might be

better to promote the thought of spatial
planning in academic environments, media
environments, and executive bodies, as well
as in the appropriate program documents,
and to have a change in the executive
structure in  accordance with the spatial
planning's thought and concept. To be
compatible with the experimental approach,
success should be defined between
departments. As can be seen from the
results, the failures have a round sequence,
and they are all related.
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