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The growth of large cities in developing countries is one of the
main problems, and many of these countries have formulated
policies to reduce migration to cities, including improving the
quality of life in rural areas and sub-cities. Tabriz city, as one of
the metropolises of Iran, is no exception to this rule. Following
this migration, the composition of age, gender, ethnicity, etc., of
people in Tabriz city has changed, especially in the old contexts,
which can affect qualities such as identity, sense of place, sense
of belonging, collective memory, etc. Therefore, the purpose of
this research is to deal with the relationship between the variables
of a sense of belonging and citizens' participation according to the
specific culture and tradition of Tabriz city. The site of
Magsoudiyeh neighborhood of Tabriz city, which is one of the old
and traditional contexts of Tabriz city, has been selected as a case
study, field observations have been made, and questionnaires have
been distributed among its residents. The results of the research
after analyzing the questionnaires in the SPSS environment show
that there is a significant positive and strong relationship between
the sense of belonging and citizenship participation. Other
contextual variables that have been evaluated in this research
include age, job status, and education. After analyzing the
questionnaires, the results show that there is a significant
relationship between these variables and citizens' participation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The city is a complete collection of dynamic
and living factors whose identity has been
formed over time. Today, following the
indiscriminate expansion of space in all
cities, we are witnessing the formation of a
series of new contexts that, with the
promotion of people's traffic, services, and
urban uses, the quality of life in the old
contexts has gradually decreased, and this
has caused stagnation and worn out. Taking
advantage of social capacities and attracting
residents' participation is an effective way to
increase success in urban interventions.
People's sense of place can have different
spatial effects. Knowing the relationships
between the sense of place and its spatial
effects on urban areas, as well as its
scientific knowledge, can help us realize the
sustainable and comprehensive development
of the city as much as possible and realize
various plans for the city's development.
Plans for renovation, improvement, etc.,
lead to a more realistic orientation.
Therefore, this research aims to investigate
the relationship between attachment to
people’'s place and the participation of
residents of Magssoudiyeh neighborhood.
Methodology

Since the research aims to determine the
causal relationship between the variable
sense of place belonging and citizens'
participation, the research is applied and
quantitative in terms of purpose. First, the
research components were approved
according to the topic, and then each
component's indicators were compiled in
tables. The questionnaire was distributed
among the residents. Data collection has
been done through the distribution of
questionnaires. Therefore, the validity of the
guestionnaire was confirmed through an
interview with 10 urban planning experts,
and according to the size of the statistical
population, which is the total population of
Magsoudiyeh neighborhood, it is 6262.5
people, according to Cochran's model, the
sample size is 384, which is randomly
distributed among the residents of the
neighborhood.

Results and discussion

Given that gender is a two-dimensional
nominal variable, the dependent variable of
the present study (citizen participation) was
measured at the distance measurement level.
Therefore, a t-test was used to measure the
relationship between these two variables.
The results obtained from the t-test show a
significance level greater than (0.05), and
this indicates the equality of variances, so
the first line of data should be studied, which
in this case is (significance level Sig=0.234,
which is more than the significance level
(0.05) and shows that there is no statistically
significant difference between the two
groups of men and women with a confidence
level of 95%. Other contextual variables
evaluated in this research include
individuals' age, employment status, and
education. A one-way analysis of variance
was used to investigate the relationship
between these variables and the dependent
variable (citizenship participation). The
results show that there is a significant
relationship between age and participation
by citizens. Since the significance level is
less than (0.05), it can be said that with a
confidence level of 95%, the age variable
affects  their  participation.  Another
contextual variable is the level of education
that has been investigated in this research.
The results show that there is a significant
relationship between the level of education
and the participation of citizens, and
according to the F value, with the increase in
the level of education, the level of readiness
for participation also increases. Another
contextual variable that is investigated in
this research is the resident's occupation,
which, according to the significance level, is
less than (0.05); it can be said that there is a
significant relationship between people's
occupation and their level of participation.

Conclusion

Participation is one of the necessities of
urban life and is realized when citizens'
sense of collective responsibility is
strengthened. In order to respond to the
needs of citizens and consider the rights of
future generations, it is necessary to plan the
administration of urban life by considering
components such as targeted, conscious, and
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voluntary participation of citizens. Various
factors  effectively achieve citizens'
participation, the most important of which
are individual characteristics such as gender,
age, education, etc. One of the influential
social factors is the sense of belonging to a
place. Therefore, this research aims to
investigate the relationship between the
sense of belonging and citizens'
participation. In order to check the indicators
related to the independent variable (sense of
belonging) on the dependent variable
(citizen participation), the standardized beta
test was used. It was determined that the
influence index with a beta value (0.351) and
significance level (0.01) had the most
significant impact on the dependent variable
(participation of citizens). The needs
fulfillment index also has a lower impact
than the influencing variable, with a beta
value of 0.164 and a significance level of
0.01. It was also found that the independent
variable (sense of belonging) directly
impacted participation readiness by 70%.
Therefore, in the end, it can be said that in
Magsoudiyeh neighborhood, the sense of
belonging has a direct relationship with the
participation of the residents, and
strengthening the sense of belonging to a

place increases participation and social
capital. Also, there is a significant
relationship  between the contextual
variables, including (gender, age, education,
occupation) and readiness for participation.
The results of this research are similar to the
results of (Ramazani et al., 2021), (Rahimi
et al., 2019), (Naderi et al., 2014), (Ziyari et
al.,, 2017), (Hashemnezhad, 2013), and
(Acedo, 2019).
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