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ABSTRACT
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In this research, the main goal is analyzing the concept
of the right to the city in urban development plans.
Qazvin, the case study of this research, is one of
historical and medieval cities in Iran with 6 urban
development plans including 4 master plans and 2
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comprehensive ones. The data collection is done by
document studies method. The method of content
analysis using MAXQDAZ2020 is used in analysis part.
The research findings show that, the spatial
representation seeks to identify urban problems and
take steps to solve them accordingly. In this respect, the
most frequent topic in the development plans for Qazvin
has been to intervene with the spatial organization of the
city while respecting, although apparently, its identity.
Unfortunately, however, this has been left largely
unachieved because of ignoring the citizens and their
right to the city. respecting the citizens and their needs
and regarding the people’s lived experience paves the
road toward formulating successful plans and hence a
more sustainable city. Finally, a couple of
recommendations are presented for improved
implementation of urban development plans.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

So far, urban development plans have been
evolved largely under the effect of numerous
conditions. In the meantime, nearly all of
such plans have ignored the citizen’s right to
contribute to drawing their city’s future.
Demanding the right to the city enables us to
influence the urban space where we live.
Such a citizen’s demand can be evaluated in
the framework of space regeneration and
regeneration. Investigation of the concept of
the right to the city, especially regarding the
urban space regeneration and regeneration,
not only defines a requirement for building a
modern society, but also represents a
fundamental need. Regarding the space
generation as an instrument for analysis,
Lefebvre  proposed three  correlated
concepts: spatial action, spatial
representation, and representation spaces. In
this article, the authors place an emphasis on
the “spatial representation”. In this respect,
development plans for Qazvin city were
investigated and analyzed from the earliest
to the latest. The main purpose of the present
research is to evaluate the extent to which
urban elites regard the presence of the
citizens and their right to their own city. We
further seek to understand the themes
incorporated into and implications of the six
urban development plans for the city of
Qazvin. Following this introduction, the
main question to answer in this research is
“where is the position of the right to the city
in the development plans for the historical
city of Qazvin?”

Methodology

The present research is a descriptive —
analytic study which follows an exploratory
approach. Regarding its fundamental
objective, this is an applied — developmental
research. The required data was collected
through documentary studies (based on the
literature on the key concepts and
investigation of development plans for the
city of Qazvin. Content analysis method was
utilized to analyze the collected data in this
research. First, fundamental concepts of the
research (i.e., “right to the city”” and “space
generation”) were explored and expanded
based on the relevant literature.

Subsequently, available reports on the
development plans for the city of Qazvin,
including six  development plans
implemented since pre-revolution age to the
2000s, were carefully studied and coded in
the MAXQDA2020 software. The
considered codes for each plan were
formulated with regard to the content of that
plan and, as mentioned earlier, in the form of
the two main concepts of “right to the city”
and “space generation”. In order to optimize
the results of content analysis of the plans
and enable their comparison, an attempt was
made to keep the coding as consistent as
possible.

Results and discussion

The right to own/allocate and the right to
participate are two basic components of the
right to the city. Realization of these two
components is a heavy duty to the actors of
spatial representation in the city, as they
shall look for ways to make the cities in the
manner their actual owners want them to be,
and this cannot be realized properly without
citizens’ participation and consideration.
This challenge can be even more serious
when it comes to such historical and
intermediate cities as Qazvin. In general, the
procedure for preparing urban development
plans in Iran has largely promoted the
dominance of power, leading to the
generation of hegemonic spaces in the cities
while expanding the gap between the people
and authorities increasingly. The urban
authorities and consultant engineers have
built a vertical relationship where they see
the city and the citizens’ conditions from
above rather than staying beside the people.
As one of the three concepts of space
generation, the spatial representation
develops a series of recommendations based
on abstraction and subjective imagination
rather than explicit understanding of the city
spaces. Such recommendations may seem
flawless and authentic on paper but tend to
deny the right to the city and citizenship
rights, and more clearly, lead to citizens’
reluctance to their city’s conditions, thereby
leaving the city to the flow of capitalism and
power rather than preserving its unique
identity. With a prolong history that dates
back to the Sassanians, the city of Qazvin
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has been developed in a well-planned
manner. Although the change of the capital
city to Isfahan has reduced the boom of
Qazvin in the past, it later on proved to be
capable of furnishing the requirements of its
development by its inherent capacities and
strategic position within the country. This
would not be realized without the citizens’
and urban authorities’ accountability and
passionate for development. The urban
administration  cannot adopt  proper
constructive strategies without considering
the people’s right to their own city.

Conclusion

First introduced by Henry Lefebvre, the
right to the city affects numerous urban
planning subjects. However, it is yet to be
properly considered in practical and
professional communities, so that many
authorities and practitioners are absolutely
unfamiliar with this theory and this concept
is only known to academics. An important
point to note regarding the realization of the
right to the city is the urban space generation
and, especially, spatial representation of the
city, which are currently controlled by the
powerism, capitalism, and elitism. The
“pluralism and respecting the differences”
are the most frequent terms in the literature
on the right to the city, “hegemonic space
and capitalism” in the spatial representation
literature, and “intervention with the spatial
organization of the city” excluding the CDSs
and “consideration of historical identity of
the city of Qazvin” (although in various
expressions) are among the most frequent
codes in all development plans for the city of
Qazvin, as per the relevant literature.
Findings of this research indicate that the
spatial representation has tried to identify the
city’s problems and formulate solutions for
them depending on each plan’s view to the
problems and the particular period of time
when the plan has been prepared. However,
this has remained largely unachieved
because of ignoring the citizens and their
right to the city. Indeed, respecting the
citizens and their needs and regarding the
people’s lived experience paves the road
toward formulating successful plans and
hence a more developed, sustainable, and
identity-preserved city.
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