Geographical planning of space quarterly journal, 14 (4), 2024

Geographical planning of space quarterly journal

Golestan University

NG S 1%
o o

AN
{ B

Online ISSN: 2538-4821

Journal Homepage: gps.gu.ac.ir

Analysis of the environmental drivers of tourism development policy with a Future
studies approach: the case study of Karaj city

Jahan Afrooz Ahmadzadeh , Firoozeh Haji Ali Akbari 2>, Homa Doroudi 3

1. Department of Management, Zanjan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Zanjan, Iran

Email: dbdchemist@gmail.com

2. (Corresponding Author) Department of Management, Zanjan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Zanjan, Iran
Email: firouzehajialiakbari@gmail.com
3. Department of Management, Zanjan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Zanjan, Iran

Email: droudi54@gmail.com

ARTICLEINFO

Article type:
Research Article

Article History:
Received:
8 July 2024

Received in revised form:

9 October 2024
Accepted:

3 November 2024
Available online:
18 December 2024

Keywords:
Environmental Drivers,
Tourism Development,
2031 Horizon,

Future Studies.

ABSTRACT

Planning for tourism development depends on various factors and
conditions, which can be achieved under the condition of their
systematic and structured application. This issue shows the
importance of future studies and the necessity of formulating
future visions in tourism development, including environmental
drivers. In this research, an attempt is made to identify and analyze
the key environmental drivers affecting tourism development in
2031. The current research is applied in terms of purpose and
analytical in terms of descriptive method. The statistical
population of the research was made up of experts and specialists
in the field of tourism, and the sample size obtained using the
snowball method is equal to 74 experts in the research field. The
cross-section of the components was formed, and the matrix
analysis was done with Micmac software. The results of the
dispersion of the variables in the axis of influence and influence
of the factors in Micmac software show the stability of the system
in the development of tourism. Accordingly, the findings of the
research showed that among the eight identified drivers, the
drivers of preventing exposure, endangering the ecosystem,
reducing the damage of natural hazards, and expanding green
spaces, tourism managers with environmental education were
identified as key drivers. Among the mentioned drivers, the one
preventing endangerment of the ecosystem is the most effective
and preventing the destruction of the environment due to the
construction of second homes is the least effective.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Karaj city is considered one of Tehran's
regions due to its tourism capabilities,
including pleasant weather, historical and
recreational tourist attractions, and the most
beautiful rural and pristine natures. This city,
with its green villages and good weather, is
a wonderful destination for people who want
to save themselves from the pollution of
Tehran. This city is one of the biggest
centers of tourist attractions in the province
and has a suitable and wonderful
combination. It is one of the natural-
historical attractions of anthropology and
handicrafts and can play an important role in
attracting foreign and domestic tourists. If
the facilities, facilities and tourist equipment
are developed for the well-being of tourists,
it can become one of the important and
attractive poles of tourism. Today,
development in the strict sense of the term is
a development that cannot be reversed and
has high benefits for the people of a country,
especially in the future. The development
and prosperity of tourism in the tourist
destinations of Karaj city have created some
positive and negative effects on the
environment of this city. The negative
effects resulting from the development of
tourism in this city will fuel the unbalanced
and unstable development of the
environment, so given this, this development
will be possible if the environmental,
economic and socio-cultural effects of
tourism in Karaj city are investigated in
order to be able to follow the desired
economic, social, cultural, political and
environmental path. With the understanding
of the said things, the main research question
is:

-What are the environmental drivers
governing tourism development policies on
the horizon of 2031 in Karaj city?

Methodology

With a future studies approach, the current
research identifies tourism development
policies by examining the most important
environmental drivers on the horizon of
2031 and examining the extent and how
these factors influence them. The following
article is practical in terms of purpose, and
according to the investigated components,

the dominant approach is the analytical
descriptive method. In order to identify the
variables and indicators of the study, the
background and theoretical foundations
were extracted and confirmed using the
Delphi technique. In this regard, in the first
stage, scientific research and review articles
published in the field of factors affecting the
environmental drivers governing tourism
development policies were used to collect
the variables. Then, the questionnaire was
distributed among experts and experts in the
field of tourism, and they were asked to rate
the variables in the framework of the cross-
effects matrix based on influence and
influence with numbers in the range of zero
to three.

In this research, the purposeful sampling
method has been used to consciously select
the participants. The statistical sample of the
upcoming research, using the snhowball
method, includes 74 experts in the field of
tourism, including experts from the tourism
and cultural heritage organization and some
university professors specializing in the field
of study. The experts checked and confirmed
the validity of the questionnaire used.

Results and discussion

Determining or influencing variables: Out of
eight identified factors, one is included in
this section. This factor reduces the damage
caused by natural hazards. These variables
are the most important influencing factors
related to environmental drivers in the
direction of tourism policy making in the
horizon of 2031.

Two-dimensional variables: Two variables
are in this group out of the total of eight
variables related to the environmental factor.
The variables included in this section are
expanding green spaces and preventing
endangering the ecosystem. Influential
variables: Three out of eight identified
variables are located in this area. These
variables are prevention of environmental
destruction due to the construction of second
homes, environmental tolerance capacity
and tourism managers with environmental
education. Independent variables: The
presence of tourists improves the level of
environmental awareness and lays the
groundwork for the quality of the urban
environment.
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Because the software multiplies the matrix
several times to calculate the indirect effects,
the sum of effects and indirect effects of
multi-digit numbers is obtained, and it
becomes difficult to compare them with
direct effects. To solve this software
problem, the table presents the contribution
of factors based on direct and indirect effects
on a scale of 10,000. Due to the small
number of factors related to environmental
drivers, four drivers have been identified as
key drivers. These Kkey drivers are
preventing the endangerment of the
ecosystem, reducing the damage of natural
hazards, expanding green spaces, and
tourism managers with environmental
education.

Conclusion

The current research was conducted to
identify and analyze the environmental
drivers governing the tourism development
policy in Iran's 2031 horizon with a future
studies approach. This research showed that
the drivers of preventing the endangerment
of the ecosystem, reducing the damage of
natural hazards, expanding green spaces,
and training tourism managers in the
environment were identified as key drivers.
By adopting a future studies approach and
considering the key drivers obtained in the
current research, decisions and planning in
the tourism industry and the environmental
field will be oriented in line with the
development of the tourism industry and will
be on a targeted path. In the conclusion of
this research, it can be acknowledged that
the success in achieving the comprehensive
goals of tourism in Iran and the studied area
depends on the continuous interaction
between key factors and detailed planning
for these drivers. In other words, sufficient
attention from the planners to the
influencing and driving factors and
considering these key factors and the
relationships between them will provide the
necessary  platforms  for  realizing,
developing and developing tourism in the
environmental field. Tourism can have many
positive and negative effects on the
environment, but studies in this field have
shown that the negative effects of tourism
are much more than its positive effects.

However, governments can be important in
increasing tourism's  positive  effects.
Governments can reduce the negative effects
of tourism by applying various measures.
Among the things that governments can do
is raise the cultural awareness of people,
whether native people or tourists, regarding
environmental protection. The more people's
awareness of this field increases, the more
efforts they make to maintain and care for
flora and fauna.
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