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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT
Article type: Foresight is an interdisciplinary art movement that is
Research Article characterized by the belief in the power of technology to

accelerate the future. In this regard, research was considered
with an emphasis on identifying the key factors affecting the
future development of Bileh Savar city. This research aimed to
identify the drivers of the development of Bileh Savar city. In
this research, new methods of future research with an analytical
and applied nature and a two-stage Delphi technique have been
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10 October 2024 Delphi method, open questionnaires with 50 questions in
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19 December 2024 extraction of factors affecting it. In the second stage, the cross-
effects analysis matrix was designed and completed by 25
experts, senior experts, and specialists who were knowledgeable
about the city's development issues. In the phase of inferring and
analyzing the results, the calculations were done by MICMAC
software, and the results showed that 16 drivers are directly and
indirectly effective for the development of the city, and the
driver of water resources and precipitation has the highest score,
which is because the city is an agricultural hub in the province.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Despite the efforts of all development
programs before and after the revolution to
eliminate imbalance  and regional
development, it is still impossible to create
sustainable  development  capabilities.
Therefore, the wuneven distribution of
facilities, services, and activities and the
existence of inequality and development
gaps both among provinces and within
provinces are always considered as one of
the challenges of the country's social and
economic organizations and institutions.
Despite having huge human, economic and
commercial resources, exchanges with
neighboring countries, significant
agricultural and horticultural activities, etc.,
Ardabil has not achieved economic and
social development structures. Therefore,
the development position of this province is
unstable compared to other provinces. The
strategic city of Bileh Savar is one of the
sensitive and key points of Ardabil province,
which, due to its brilliant historical
background, has played a vital role in the
export and import of various materials and
non-oil goods. It is one of the entrance gates
to western and northwestern countries and
has a position in political, commercial,
security, economic, social, and
environmental terms. Therefore, explaining
the factors affecting the sustainable
development of this city, relying on future
research, can play a significant role in its
comprehensive development. Thus, the main
question of the current research is, what are
the factors and variables of the development
of Bileh Savar city with a prospective
approach?

Methodology

The current research is practical in terms of
its purpose and in terms of its nature, and
method; it is based on modern future
research, analytical, and applied methods.
To collect the required data and information,
a two-stage Delphi technique and document
and library studies were used. The statistical
population in this research is 25 experts,
senior managers at the city and province
levels, specialists, and academic staff
members in The field of regional planning,

urban planning, and land use. A researcher-
made questionnaire tool was used to collect
the required data, and experts' opinions were
used for standardization. In this research, the
Delphi method was used in the first stage of
the questionnaire. The first stage consists of
open-ended questionnaires of 50 questions,
in which the most important factors
affecting the development of the border city
of Bileh Savar, considering the political,
economic, social, and cultural fields (in 41
items) have been provided to the experts of
the city, which led to the general extraction
of factors affecting it. In the second stage,
the cross-effects analysis matrix was
designed and completed by 25 experts,
senior experts, and specialists
knowledgeable about the city's development
issues. In the phase of inferring and
analyzing the results, the calculations were
done using MICMAC software.

Results and discussion

In the current research, after studying the
upstream documents in different fields and
areas, the two-stage Delphi method was used
to identify the variables affecting the
development of Bileh Savar city. 25 experts
in the field of wurban and regional
development and planning were used for
initial determination and identification of
variables. In the first round, a questionnaire
was prepared and sent to the experts; after
analyzing the answers and corrections, the
second questionnaire was sent, and finally,
with the analysis of the second round of
guestionnaires, 41 variables in different
fields were selected as primary variables in
The development of the city of Bileh Savar
was used. Based on the two-step Delphi
method, 40 variables were identified and
extracted as factors affecting the future
development of Bileh Savar city and were
analyzed using MICMAC software to
extract the main factors affecting the future
development of Bileh Savar city. By
examining the results of the MICMAC
software and according to the high-level
documents of the city's development, 15
variable factors were considered as the
drivers and main factors of the development
of the border city of Bileh Savar. According
to experts, the variables that were close to
each other have been considered as factors,
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among which the expansion of roads and
railways or agricultural land and agricultural
mechanization can be mentioned.

Conclusion

Bileh Savar city is one of the border cities
with border customs with Azerbaijan, so,
naturally, factors such as common border
and free trade zone are important. In
addition to these issues, considering the
fertile soil of the region, factors such as
arable land and agricultural mechanization
can be very important. If we consider the
export of agricultural products to the
countries of the Caucasus region, it can be
said that politically and economically, this
city can be one of the border terminals that
has been able to function independently in
the field of agricultural products. Export of
products and transit of goods. Products with
important delivery times can be exported
from this city in the shortest possible time.
This importance is formed when the two
factors of rainfall along with the water
resources of Aras river and water right are
completely restored and created. The fear of
capital outflow and domestic and foreign
investment, which are driving factors, can
lead to results in this city if the city operates
with a completely efficient and strong
management. When urban management is
considered one of the driving factors of
development, it is highly important because

the development chain in this city and all
cities depends on its management. The high
score of the two factors of population
increase and migration also shows that the
administration in this city has not been able
to create investment and capital attraction,
and migration to the provincial capital is one
of the important social consequences in this
city.
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