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Atrticle type: Pro-poor tourism development, recognized as an effective strategy for
Research Article alleviating rural poverty, requires contextual analysis due to the
multidimensionality of poverty and the structural complexities inherent
in tourism management. This study seeks to examine the differential
impacts of benefit-driven pro-poor tourism and evaluate the tourism
activity chain in the villages surrounding Lake Zrivar in Marivan
County, Iran. This research is applied in purpose and descriptive-
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analytical in nature, utilizing a mixed-method approach for data
collection, combining both documentary and field-based methods. The
study’s statistical population comprises 1,954 households across eight
villages surrounding the lake. A sample of 350 households was selected
based on Cochran’s formula, using stratified and simple random
sampling techniques. ANOVA results indicate significant differences,
at a significance level of less than 0/05, in the impact of tourism on
improving the quality of life for the rural poor across the villages.
These differences are particularly pronounced in the economic and
social dimensions, while no significant disparities were observed in the
environmental and physical dimensions. Linear regression analysis
revealed that household size, age, and income diversity significantly
influence the quality of life of the rural poor, whereas the total village
population exhibited no significant relationship. Qualitative findings
further suggest that tourism development in the region predominantly
follows a growth-oriented, capital-intensive model, rather than

Rural Poverty Reduction,

: ! adhering to a sustainable development framework. This model has
Sustainable Rural Tourism,

. L - marginalized the poor, concentrated benefits within large-scale projects
Tourism Activity Chain; . . .
Rural Areas Surrounding and among investors, and has consequently failed to uplift the poor,
Zribar. while also causing significant environmental harm to the area.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rural areas surrounding the Zribar
Wetland offer a distinctive blend of
ecological and geographical advantages: a
pristine wetland environment interwoven
with mountainous landscapes and fertile
agricultural lands, proximity to the city of
Marivan (10 km) and Baneh—a renowned
hub for commercial tourism in Kurdistan
Province—and easy access to the
internationally recognized rural tourism
zone of Oraman (30 km). Additionally, its
strategic location near the Kurdistan Region
of Irag (14 km), a high-demand tourism
market, combined with relatively developed
infrastructure, environmental appeal for
private investment, and robust social capital
manifested in collective rural participation
in  community development projects,
position the area as a potential model for
successful rural tourism development. Such
a model, grounded in benefit-oriented pro-
poor tourism, could serve as a viable
framework for alleviating rural poverty.
Therefore, this study aims to address two
key research questions:

1. Is there a statistically significant
difference among the villages surrounding
the Zribar Wetland regarding access to
community-based tourism indicators? If so,
what are the determining factors?

2. How does the tourism activity chain in
these villages influence the participation of
the rural poor, and which areas of tourism
activity are accessible to them?

Methodology

This research is applied in nature and
utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach
within the framework of a survey
methodology. Data collection tools include
interviews, observations, and structured
questionnaires. To evaluate the impact of
tourism development on the livelihoods,
housing, and employment of the rural poor,
a questionnaire utilizing a five-point Likert
scale (1 = very low to 5 = very high) was
administered, measuring perceived changes
in key variables among the local
population. Although the primary focus of
the study is quantitative, qualitative

perspectives were also incorporated during
the data analysis.

The statistical population consists of
villages in close proximity to the Zribar
Wetland, specifically: Neh, Kani Sefid,
Yangijeh, Kolan, Sef-e Sofla, Dartfeh,
Kanisanan, and Pir Safa. Using Cochran's
formula, the sample size was initially
determined to be 320 households, which
was subsequently increased to 350 to
improve precision. Stratified sampling
ensured proportional representation, while
simple random sampling was employed to
distribute questionnaires among household
heads.

Results and discussion

The findings revealed that tourism
development in the study area has had only
limited positive effects on improving the
quality of life for the rural poor.
Specifically, its impact has been relatively
positive only in the physical-spatial
dimension (mean = 3/08), while its effects
on the economic (mean = 2/33), social
(mean = 2/28), and environmental (mean =
2/97)  dimensions  were  considered
unfavorable, all at the 0/05 significance
level. Overall, the aggregate impact of pro-
poor tourism in the region was measured at
2/66, which is deemed unsatisfactory at the

0/01 significance level.

Structural modeling indicated that all
dimensions were significantly correlated
with the overall status of pro-poor tourism
development. The economic and social
dimensions  exhibited the  greatest
explanatory power, as indicated by the
highest beta coefficients and t-statistics.
Furthermore, correlation analysis revealed
statistically ~ significant and  positive
interrelationships among all dimensions,
suggesting a systemic and interconnected
structure between poverty indicators and

components of the tourism system.

The analytical findings highlighted key
livelihood strategies employed by the rural
poor to engage with the tourism economy.
These strategies include working in
tourism-related service centers, increasing
work hours, borrowing money or
liquidating assets (e.g., savings, jewelry, or
land), taking out loans, and engaging in
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virtual marketing and e-commerce of
handicrafts and rural accommodations.
These strategies reflect the limited access of
the poor to both capital and the tourism
market, exacerbated by a lack of

governmental support. The findings also

indicated that the rural poor's limited access
to tourism resources and  capital
significantly hinders their ability to benefit
from tourism.

Conclusion

The study concludes that tourism
development in the Zribar Wetland region
has failed to revitalize or transform the
economic and social landscape in a manner
that empowers the rural poor. Rather than
facilitating the realization of their potential,
current tourism practices in the region have
adopted a growth-oriented, top-down
approach that fails to align with the
principles of pro-poor tourism. In effect,
tourism has predominantly served external
interests over those of local residents,
rendering the region and its resources
subservient to tourism rather than the other
way around.

The lack of significant economic benefits
has impeded the development of genuine
pro-poor tourism. As a result, key social
transformations, especially those related to
poverty alleviation and empowerment, have
not materialized. In marginalized regions
like this, the initial acceptance and
sustainability of any development initiative
depend on generating tangible economic
benefits for local residents. Without this,
neither social acceptance nor meaningful
transformation can be anticipated.
Therefore, to improve the quality of life
among the rural poor and establish a
foundation  for  sustainable  pro-poor
tourism, it is crucial to ensure the equitable
distribution and visibility of the economic
benefits generated by tourism. Economic
transformation is the cornerstone of
subsequent social and cultural
empowerment.  Furthermore,  effective
poverty  reduction through  tourism
development must adopt a holistic
approach, addressing all dimensions and
avoiding policy interventions that focus
narrowly on a single aspect. Although

economic indicators should be prioritized,
social empowerment and environmental
sustainability—particularly ~ given  the
current environmental degradation—must
not be neglected.
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